
18th March 2022 

NEWSLETTER 

HIGH STREET, HARROGATE, HG2 7LL 
Tel: 01423 884 780 | Email: admin@starbeck.n-yorks.sch.uk 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

VISIT FROM THE DFE 
This half term, we had a visit from the Department for Education’s, Regional Schools Commissioner – Katherine Cowell. Katherine and 

her colleague requested a visit to discuss the significant positive changes over the last 

few years and met with myself and our NSAT CEO – Jenn Plews. We shared news of a 

range of school-level and trust-wide initiatives and introduced our visitors to children, to 

hear first hand about learning at our school. Katherine left commenting on what a lovely 

school we have, and we were delighted to receive her positive ‘tweet’ later that day, 

having enjoyed their visit.  

WORLD BOOK DAY  

We had an enjoyable World Book Day after returning from half term and all classes 

immersed themselves in books and reading. Mrs Riley, our English Leader, chose the 

story ‘The Invisible’ by Tom Percival, which was used by all ages across the school as a 

stimulus to learning, from poems to art. Our teachers enjoyed class swapping, to read their 

favourite books to a different class and Year 6 managed to get out and visit Waterstones in 

Harrogate for a special workshop.  

Thank you to everyone who supported our Scholastic Book Fair – we managed to sell a 

sizeable number of books from which the school will receive commission and free books. A big 

thank you to the members of FOSS who gave up their time to help run the fair after school.  

YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL  
 
Just before the half term break, our Year 6 class took part in their week-long residential trip 
to Carlton Lodge, near Thirsk. It was a fantastic week, with activities including Raft Building, 
Kayaking, Archery, Orienteering, Rock Climbing & Scrambling, Team Building Tasks and 
Bushcraft activities.  
 
We were so impressed with the resilience of all our children, especially later in the week 
when the weather was not as kind. They learnt new skills, pushed themselves to achieve new 
challenges and took responsibility for jobs within their accommodation during the week.  
 

As always, I would like to thank the team of staff who were there throughout the week, 
ensuring that children were happy and safe.  
 
It was wonderful to be back out on residential trips again and we now look forward to 
hearing about Year 5’s 3 day residential to Robin Hood’s Bay during this half term.  

 

PARENT CONSULTATION MEETINGS  
We will be holding our second parent consultation meetings very soon after our return from 
the Easter Holiday. A letter, with options for meeting type and time, will be sent out nearer 

the time. This will be an opportunity to update parents and carers on your child’s progress since the start of the Autumn term and 
discuss any new targets that have been set for the remainder of the school year.   
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NORTHERN BALLET VISIT 

We were incredibly lucky to receive a free visit and 
workshop by the Northern Ballet. They worked with 
our youngest children in Nursery and Reception, 
developing their creative and artistic movement skills 
and linking the activities to the story of Pinocchio as a 
stimulus. Thank you to the team from Northern Ballet 
for your commitment to school experiences like this.  
 

EASTER ACTIVITIES  
 
We would like to remind you of FOSS activities taking place prior to the holiday.  
 
Mother’s Day / Special Person Day 21st and 22nd March - Special gifts 
On Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd March, there will be the opportunity for the children to put together a surprise gift for someone 
special during the school day. Please can children bring in a donation (suggested £2) so they can make their surprise gift.  
 
Friday 1st April – Non-Uniform Day/Chocolate Easter Egg collection 
Please could we ask children to bring in/donate chocolate Easter Eggs on 1st April to school in exchange for wearing non- uniform for 
the day. The eggs will be used for the chocolate tombola at the Easter Fair on Wednesday 6th April.  
 
Wednesday 6th April - School Easter Fair 
Our School Easter Fair will take place after school on Wednesday 6th April, in the KS2 school hall. There will be a variety of stalls 
including the chocolate Easter Egg tombola, a café and pocket money / games tables. More details will follow.  
 
In addition to the above, this year sees the return of our Easter Bonnet Parade, which due to COVID has not taken place since 2019! Our 
youngest children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be parading down the high street on the final day of term (Friday 8th April at 
about 9.10am) – parents and carers of children in those year groups, please refer to separate letter with details.  
 
We have also been asked to let parents and carers know about two further spring events: 
Springtime Live – Saturday 2nd April at The Great Yorkshire Showground – Advance Tickets Only – visit www.springtimelive.co.uk for 
more information  
 
Starbeck Easter Fun Day – Saturday 16th April – 1pm to 4pm – at Harrogate Railway AFC Grounds – entry is any coin per person 
 
Thank you on behalf of all the team, for your ongoing support.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr G de Castro-Morland 
Headteacher 

http://www.springtimelive.co.uk/

